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Water Distribution: Brief Constructed Response


1. Complete the model below to represent the amounts of freshwater versus saltwater on Earth.  Draw a line across each bottle and shade in below your line to represent the amount of water.  Then, label the percentages accordingly. 
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2. A small percentage of Earth’s water is considered freshwater.  The freshwater on Earth is distributed into various reservoirs including: lakes, rivers, ice caps/glaciers, and ground water.  
a) Write each type of freshwater reservoir (from the list above) in the table below in the appropriate column.
	Accessible
	Non-accessible

	
	



b) Is there more freshwater in the reservoirs we can access, or in those we can’t access?



c) How might your answer to part (b) effect the availability of freshwater to humans?







Answer Key
Water Distribution: Brief Constructed Response


1. Complete the model below to represent the amounts of freshwater versus saltwater on Earth.  Draw a line across each bottle and shade in below your line to represent the amount of water.  Then, label the percentages accordingly. 
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2. A small percentage of Earth’s water is considered freshwater.  The freshwater on Earth is distributed into various reservoirs including: lakes, rivers, ice caps/glaciers, and ground water.  
a) Write each type of freshwater reservoir (from the list above) in the table below in the appropriate column.
	Accessible
	Non-accessible

	· lakes
· rivers
	· icecaps/glaciers
· ground water



b) Is there more freshwater in the reservoirs we can access, or in those we can’t access?
There is more freshwater in the reservoirs we can’t access.
c) How might your answer to part (b) effect the availability of freshwater to humans?
Since there is less accessible freshwater available, humans have a limited supply of freshwater to use.  

(extension)  All the freshwater we have, is all the freshwater we will ever have due to the water cycle.  If the population continues to grow, there will be more demand for freshwater which will cause our supply to deplete more quickly.  As a result, there will be an even greater need for conservation efforts.

Scoring Rubric
Total 10 points
Question 1: 4 points
· 1 point correctly shades saltwater (almost completely filled)
· 1 point correctly shades freshwater (almost empty)
· 1 point correctly labels saltwater percentage (about 97%)
· 1 point correctly labels freshwater percentage (about 3%)
Question 2: 6 points (total)
Part a: 4 points
· 1 point for each correct answer on table (see answer key)
Part b: 1 point (correctly stating there is more freshwater we can’t access)
Part c: 1 point (correctly stating humans have a limited supply of fresh water available)
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